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A CRITICAL REVIEW OF COMPUTED TOMOGRAFPHIC SCAN
STUDIES OF AUTISM

SuinicHIRO KADO
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We reviewed 11 reports of computed
tomographic findings concerning autism,
Some investigators found several abnormali-
ties by CT scan, while others found no
significant abnormalities.

We pointed out the following problems in
CT scan study of autism :

1. Different investigators used different
diagnostic criteria for autism (e. g. Kanner’s,
Rutter’s, ICD-9, DSM-TI), and some inves-
tigators modified these diagnostic criteria
deliberately. In addition, control groups were
These

problems make it difficult to compare the

not always chosen appropriately.

various findings.
2. There are some difficulties in terms of

reliability and normal value when the ventri-

cular system is measured.

3. The “uninvasiveness” of CT scan is
fictitious. The amount of irradiation on the
genital gland is greater than previously
thought, particularly in children.

Thus we must conclude that CT scan is
invasive and is not of therapeutic benefit to
the child. CT scan should not
routinely as a screening test in autistic
children.
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